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Are you going to Maker Faire? Rockets, Robots & Radical Art
 
The Maker Faire phenomenon that has taken the world by storm has reached Australia! On Saturday, January 14th 
2012, hundreds of people will descend on Melbourne to share their love of the maker movement, discover it for the first 
time, learn from and teach each other. The event is a glorious exploration of invention, skill and community, daring and 
sharing.
 
What might you see at a Maker Faire?: Homemade rockets and backyard space travel; Robot building; Yarn bombing 
and other “Nanna Tech” activities; 3D printers; DNA copy-machines; Kids learning how to solder; Fixing, Upcycling and 
General Tinkering. 
 
“I saw the future of conferences today. It was the Maker Faire. What was special about it? Well, first, it was low-cost. 
And my son got in for free. This totally changed the attendance model that we see at most geeky conferences. A lot 
more women. Families.”          Daniel Terdiman, ZDNet News  22/4/2006
 
The Maker Revolution has been growing rapidly in recent years. It is driven in large part by increasing global interest in 
social change, and themes such as building better communities, reducing our environmental impact and reclaiming the 
skills that enable us to shape and take control of our world! Its members recognise it is in large part about re-learning 
and sharing skills we’ve forgotten. Makers remember the World’s Fair movements of the 1880s, that created The Royal 
Exhibition Building in Melbourne 1880 and the Eiffel Tower in Paris 1889.
 
“Start seeing kids learn how to make things and feel empowered, and instead of thinking where am I going to go buy 
that they are thinking oh, I wonder if I can make that”          Bre Prettis, CEO/Co-Founder of Makerbot Industries
 
Maker Faire is arguably the most public face of the Maker Movement. Established in 2006 by Dale Doherty from 
O'Reilly media, Maker Faire’s have become a huge phenomena internationally. The first event run in San Mataeo, 
California in 2006 attracted 10,000 people, and has expanded since. The biggest events now draw up to 90,000 people 
and run over a weekend. This Mini Maker Faire in January 2012 will be the first Maker Faire event in Australasia.
 
“There are so many things in our lives that we don’t have control over... but if you take control over even a little bit... 
you are getting back a little bit of that control and a sense of self efficacy”          Remade: The Rebirth of the Maker 
Movement
 
The call for Makers is now open!
To get involved as an exhibiting inventor, maker or maker business, register here:
    http://makerfairemelbourne.com/makers/ 
 
We want you to come and enjoy the day!
To come along, play, look and learn, secure your ticket by visiting:
    http://makerfairemelbourne.com/attend/ 
 
 
Links - Web: http://makerfairemelbourne.com  | G+: http://gplus.to/makerfairemelbourne  |  Twitter: @makerfairemel  |                       
             FB: http://facebook.com/makerfairemelbourne
 
Brought to you by: hackmelbourne.org/faire with support from: www.makerfaire.com
 
Please direct media enquires to:
Paul Szymkowiak  |  +61 406 493 647  |  info@makerfairemelbourne.com
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