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DIY enthusiasts and backyard tinkerers rejoice at Australia’s first Maker Faire 
set to debut in Melbourne on the 14th of January 2012. 

 
Melbourne, Victoria – 19th December 2011: The Maker Faire phenomenon that has taken the world by 
storm has reached Australia! Australia’s first ‘Mini Maker Faire’ will take place on the 14th of January at 
the Swinburne University of Technology in Melbourne and early-bird registrations go free! 
 
The brand new Melbourne Mini Maker Faire will celebrate the ‘maker’ culture of do-it-yourself enthusiast 
innovation, crafting, tinkering and sharing. While hundreds of creative enthusiasts are expected to share 
their love of invention, skill and community, the event will also serve as an introduction to the maker 
movement. Attendees will be able to find out how young and old alike can become involved in the spirit 
of community driven invention. 
 
What could you see at a Maker Faire?  
 
From homemade rockets and backyard space travel to kids learning how to solder electronics projects 
such as DIY robots of all shapes and sizes.  Utilising the variety of skills in our community, the Faire will 
host projects ranging from the high tech such as 3D printers seemingly creating objects out of ‘thin air’, 
through to ‘nanna tech’ traditional crafts such as ‘yarn bombing’. Anything goes as exhibiting tinkerers 
‘upcycle’ obsolete junk or craft their own treasures from the ground up. 
 
The maker movement is driven in large part by increasing global interest in social change with themes 
such as building better communities, reducing our environmental impact and reclaiming the skills that 
enable us to shape and take control of our world.  Organiser Paul Szymkowiak described the event as “a 
glorious exploration of invention, skill and community, daring and sharing.”  
 
Maker Faires are not trade shows and are non-commercial in nature. While companies and individuals 
may provide information about products and services for sale on the day, no sales will take place at the 
event in order to maintain the community spirit of the Maker Faire. 
 
“Members of the maker community recognise that the movement is in large part about re-learning and 
sharing skills we’ve forgotten,” said organiser Paul Szymkowiak. “One of the most inspiring and 
worthwhile features of the maker community is the retired workforce sharing their skills and experience,” 
he added. 
 
“These ‘grey beards’ are a gold mine of knowledge within our community and  by becoming involved in 
Maker Faires and permanent fixers such as ‘hackerspaces’, they can pass along their skills to other 
makers, particularly the younger generation. ” 
 
The organisers hope that the Melbourne Mini Maker Faire will be a stimulating day out for the whole 
family and will provide the recognition and admiration for the efforts of the Australian maker community. 



“We can’t wait to see the great stuff people have been making at home,” said Szmkowiak. “It’s a great 
sign of things to come and I think everyone that attends will be genuinely inspired.”  
 
Things to do and see at the Maker Faire 
 
In addition to the exhibiting makers, the Melbourne Mini Maker Fair will be hosting a number of talks by 
makers on their projects which will provide further insights into the motivation for their projects, creative 
process and more information on the Australian community involved in their field of work. 
 
Younsters won’t be bored either as there will be a number of supervised kids’ activities for ages 3 and up 
including makedo castle building and learn-to-solder workshops. Other workshops will cater for older 
children and beginner adults, providing an introduction to electronics and microprocessors with 
(hopefully!) working results at the end of the build. 
 
The Melbourne Mini Maker Fair will take place on Saturday the 14th of January 2012 at this venue: 
 
“The Atrium” on John Street at Swinburne University of Technology, Hawthorn Campus. 
467 Burwood Road, Hawthorn, Victoria, 3122. 
 
Want to attend? Register now for free! 
 
The Melbourne Mini Maker invites all interested attendees to look, play and learn at this exciting new 
event. Children are most welcome and the organisers have planned activities for age three and up. To 
secure your place, please visit the following registration page since capacity is limited: 
http://makerfairemelbourne.com/attend/ 
 
Calling all Makers! 
 
The Melbourne Mini Maker Faire has put out the call for makers to get involved as an exhibiting inventor, 
maker or maker-related business. Registration can be found here: 
http://makerfairemelbourne.com/makers/  
 
Website, social media and contacts 
 
Melbourne Mini Maker Faire website is at http://makerfairemelbourne.com with support from 
http://www.makerfaire.com 
 
Google Plus page:  http://gplus.to/makerfairemelbourne 
Twitter:   @makerfairemel  
Facebook:   http://facebook.com/makerfairemelbourne 
 
Please direct media enquiries to Paul Szymkowiak.  
Phone:  +61 406 493 647, email:  info@makerfairemelbourne.com 
 
About the Australian maker community: 
 
While the Melbourne Mini Maker Faire is the first of its kind in Australia, the maker community is already 
well established with several hackerspaces across the country including Melbourne, Brisbane, Canberra 
and Adelaide with many more to come. Hackerspaces are non-profit shared physical spaces which 
provide a permanent base for like-minded makers, collaborative projects and educational workshops as 
well as hosting shared equipment not normally available to individuals. 
 
The Melbourne Connected Community Hackerspace is primarily responsible for organising the 
Melbourne Mini Maker Faire. More information here: http://www.hackmelbourne.org 



About Maker Faire: 
 
The mission of Maker Faire events is to inspire, inform, connect and entertain thousands of Makers and 
aspiring Makers of all ages and backgrounds through the public gathering of tech enthusiasts, crafters, 
educators, tinkers, hobbyists, science clubs, students, authors and commercial exhibitors. The first Maker 
Faire was held in San Mateo, California in 2006, organised by MAKE Magazine. Other large scale Maker 
Faires have taken in place across the US and Canada. 
 
Mini Maker Faires are community-driven and independently organised events inspired by the larger 
Maker Faires and based upon the Maker Faire brand with permission of O’Reilly Media. Mini Maker 
Faires enables contributing to the growth and development of maker culture beyond the reach of 
headline Maker Faire events. The Melbourne Mini Maker Faire is the first Maker Faire in Australia and 
only the second international event outside the US, following Mini Maker Faire in the UK. 


